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Pine Acres and Mental Health
Mental health is a biblical issue. For too
long the church in America has taken a poor
path to helping people with mental health issues. On one hand we have relegated mental health to the secular world and viewed it outside of the church.
In other cases, we have assumed that it is only a sin issue and dismissed the
medical aspects or the fact that we simply live in a fallen world. In these instances, we quote a verse and tell people to “get over it”.
Mental health just like physical health needs addressed. A person could be physically injured as
well as mentally injured. We would not simply read a verse to a person with a broken leg. A person can
break a leg for a myriad of reasons.
Similarly, mental health issues can come up for a myriad of reasons. Sometimes there is a
chemical imbalance that needs addressed. Sometimes there is a crisis in life. Sometimes there is a
poor decision that draws us down. Sometimes it’s a combination of things.
One thing I know for sure, mental health has been a bit of a taboo subject inside the church in
the US. It often is associated with weakness. This has led to people denying the pain and not getting
the help needed. This must change.
One of the 2022 initiatives I have in mind is addressing mental health. We are currently working with a small group to devise a strategy that will make Pine Acres a better place of healing. The goal
is to be able to fully answer the question, “What help does Pine Acres Church offer to people who are
struggling in some level with mental health issues?” While the strategy isn’t completely developed, we
hope to be unveiling a more comprehensive plan over the next few months. If this is an area that you
would like to invest energy let me know.

Pastor Brian
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A Word

from

ou r Yout h

Pastor

I recently came across this article that was written last year about what to do
when a teen is questioning their faith. It was appropriately titled, “Help! My Teen
Is Questioning the Faith.” This can be such a hard thing for parents who just want
their kids to grow up to follow and love Jesus. But I think there was some helpful
things in this article that can help your kids come to an even greater understanding of Jesus and an even greater foundation in their faith. Here is just an excerpt
from the article:

Believing children persevere not because we keep them, but because He does.
Yes, Christian parents are often a means by which God works, but it’s always His plan, His power, and His grace alone that saves our children.
So when your teens start to wrestle with their faith, don’t freak out. Don’t
get angry. Don’t be insecure. Don’t fret. Don’t be condescending. Take your concerns to God and entrust your fears to Him. Be patient and prayerful, loving and kind. Help your teen find answers to
their questions, but know that only the Spirit can give discernment (1 Cor. 2:14). Let them know that just because they
have questions they can’t answer (or perhaps you can’t answer) doesn’t mean there aren’t answers. Involve the community of the church—seek advice from pastors or ministry leaders. Find relevant books to help them in their thinking and
processing.
Building an inviting home for questions of faith takes time, energy, availability, and prayer. Our children need
our presence just as much in the teen years as they do the little years. In the rush of sporting events, dance recitals, and
homework, it takes effort to create an environment for discussing questions.
My greatest desire is that my children will always seek the Lord. I hope they walk with God, obey his commands,
and find abundant life in Jesus. However, I also want them to know I’ll listen to their doubts, care about their concerns,
and love them all their days.
You can read the entirety of the article here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/help-teen-questioning-faith/. I
highly suggest you do!
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C h i l d r e n ’ s D i r e c t o r
B r i t ta n y W i l l i a m s
November is the month of thankfulness and this
month, our elementary classes will be learning about contentment. We are going to make the connection between
God’s character and contentment as shown through the story of Paul, King Ahab & Naboth’s Vineyard, the Israelites
longing for Egypt, and giving freely to God’s People in
2 Corinthians. Everything we have comes from God. He is
faithful to provide what we need. And even more than what
we own, God can also provide what we need to face whatever happens in our life. God has proven time and again that
we can trust Him no matter what. We can complain or become jealous of what others have . . . or we can choose to
respond with contentment, knowing that God has a plan for
our lives.
Our memory verse is “THEN HE SAID TO THEM, ‘WATCH
OUT! BE ON YOUR GUARD AGAINST WANTING TO HAVE
MORE AND MORE THINGS. LIFE IS NOT MADE UP OF HOW
MUCH A PERSON HAS.’” LUKE 12:15, NIRV
Our Preschool theme is Community Garden. We will be learning that “I can thank God for everything.” Wow, there is so much goodness in that one statement! First, I can thank. Choosing to be
thankful is the road to contentment, joy, and peace. And we want our preschoolers to have all that
goodness in their lives. Second, I can thank God. Thanking God is how we acknowledge the One giving us all the good in our lives. And third, I can thank God for everything. Yes, even the not so good
stuff. When we thank God for everything, we are showing God that we believe He can use ALL things
for His purpose and nothing is too big for Him. We want our preschoolers to know they can thank
God for everything. We want them to experience the contentment, joy, and peace that comes from
a thankful heart. Our memory verse is, “I WILL GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD WITH MY WHOLE
HEART.” PSALM 111:1, ESV
May we experience true contentment and thankfulness this month!
-Miss Brittany
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H e r i ta g e
FIFTY YEARS AGO
November 1971
• Had a potluck meal for the Harvest Thanks & Mission Festival.
FORTY YEARS AGO
November 1981
• A special fund-raising dinner was
held for the new building (1st
two-story addition).
• A Thanksgiving meal was held
after the morning service.
• The MBY presented the evening
program with BYOB Night. Admission was one banana per
person. The bananas were used
for the fellowship after the service. They presented the drama
“Home Again.”
• Average Attendance—136

N o t e s

THIRTY YEARS AGO
November 1991
• The area AWANA Grand Prix
was held at Corn. Our church
brough home three of the six
trophies.
• Harvest Mission Festival speakers were Joyce Martin and Torrey Brinkley.
• A Quilting Class was held for
those interested in quilting.
• Average Attendance—143
TWENTY YEARS AGO
November 2001
• Held a Forward by Faith banquet at the Pioneer Center catered by End of Main to kick-off
the building fund for the West
Wing addition (now kids wing).
• Average Attendance—293

N o v e m b e r

TEN YEARS AGO
November 2011
• Enjoyed a Hanging of the Green
Service the last Sunday of November
• Congratulations went to Sheldon
and Lindy Miller at the birth of
Graham Alvin.
• Ave. Att.—234
ONE YEAR AGO—November 2020
Average attendance—169
CHURCH STATISTICS 2021
September Ave. Attendance:
Sunday School—170
Morning Worship—221
Wednesday—147
October Ave. Attendance:
Sunday School—156
Morning Worship—218
Wednesday—158

W o r s h i p

7—(AM) — “Isaiah” (Daylight Saving Time ends)
(PM) — Musical Rehearsal

21—(AM) — “Isaiah” / SDYC Weekend
(PM) — Musical Rehearsal

14—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) — Musical Rehearsal

28—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) — Musical Rehearsal

N ov e m b e r

N u r s e ry

Wo r k e r s

Pink Room—1st Sunday—Stephanie Harris, Cortney Bell,
2nd Sunday—April Javorsky, LaNae
Meacham
3rd Sunday—Angela Day, Raquela Jones
4th Sunday—Jamie Collins, Katie Habekott
Blue Room—1st Sunday—Denise Pearcy, Carol Short
2nd Sunday—Lanita Nikkel, Kathy Harms
3rd Sunday—David and Karen Schoenhals
4th Sunday—Travis and Deirdrah Dyck

5

Green Room—1st Sunday—Liz Lindamood, Nora Lindamood
2nd Sunday—Matt and Lindsey Fast
3rd Sunday—Ashlyn Pugh, Nicole Akin
4th Sunday—Denise Pearcy, Carissa Cox
Red Room—1st Sunday—Holly Funk, Kilee Funk,
Remi Randol
2nd Sunday—Angela Day, Presley Fast
3rd Sunday—Jeremy and Keely Anderson
4th Sunday—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelai Bull
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www.uncommon continued
The www.uncommon group met for a Fall Celebration on Thursday, October 21st in The Gathering. It was so
much fun and everyone got a memory to carry home with them. The awesome blessings beyond measure of
having Tony Cannon, Julie and Sean Williams to entertain us made our hearts soar! We honestly gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing and this night He certainly showed up in many ways! God is Love! We love
one another and it shows!
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First Thanksgiving Proclamation
Whereas it is the duty of all
nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His
will, to be grateful for His benefits,
and humbly implore His protection,
aid and favors…
Now therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the
26th day of November next, to be
devoted by the people of these
states to the service of that great
and glorious Being, who is the Beneficent Author of all the good that
was, that is or that will be; that we may then all untie in rendering unto His our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this
country, and for all the great and various favors which He has been pleased to confer upon us.
George Washington, 1789

C a r i n g

a n d

S h a r i n g
Be watching for the Caring and Sharing Christmas tree to appear in the Lobby soon! This tree will
have ornaments on it with dollar amounts. If you
would please take one and fill it with that amount of
money. Then take it to the Information Booth. We will
replace the money with something to show that that
ornament has been used. All the money collected will

be taken to Walmart and gifts will be purchased. If you would rather buy your own gift, you
are also welcome to do that. Anji Jett and Lindsey Fast are the Coordinators this year.

Food

Pantr y

The Food Pantry is a ministry in which our church helps, along with other churches in Weatherford. They ask each church in town to provide something each month for the pantry. During the month of NOVEMBER our church is asked to provide all kinds of soup and broths.
These donations can be left on the North counter in the kitchen and they will be delivered to the pantry. The
Food Pantry provides a valuable service to people who are really in need in our community. Please Give!

P a g e

9

Vic Wiens, Interim General Director
Recently, I started my day by reading three similar stories that strengthened my vision for mission. They were about
the last, the least and the lost.
First, I read the story of David's calling in I Samuel 16. He was Jesse's last son, but God's first choice. "The Lord
does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart” (v. 7). David didn't even make the line-up for Samuel's selection of a king, but God was preparing this shepherd boy for a great mission.
Second, in our Daily Prayer Guide, I read the story of my friend, VR, who lives in Odessa, Ukraine. This brother is
well into his sixties, soft-spoken, and slight of build. His outward appearance is not dynamic, but VR is fearless and
fruitful in evangelizing among the least reached. No sacrifice is too great for him to share the Good News of Jesus,
including living in a hostel.
Third, VR shared the story of Arturo, a lost soul who was poor, sick, and abandoned. Arturo was lost to the world,
but not to VR, and not to God. VR befriended Arturo, nursed him back to health, and led him to saving faith in the
One who died for him. Today, Arturo is walking the streets of Odessa and witnessing to Christ.
When I was a missionary in Brazil, I remember one family of four. The two daughters came to faith in Christ and
joined our church. Their father, Antonio, was the town drunk. I thought to myself at the time, “How pathetic, but at
least his daughters have come to faith and someday maybe their mother.” Years later when I visited that church, I
was astonished to see Antonio again, this time altogether sober, well-dressed, joining in joyful praise and reverent

prayer. I felt ashamed. I didn’t have faith for such a lost cause, the least likely, and the last of the last. But his girls
did, and so did others in that young church.
No one is beyond God’s saving grace! Jesus said, “Whatever you do for one of the least of these … you do for me!”
Never, ever, give up on anyone!
Please join us in prayer:

•
•
•

To never give up on the last, the least, and the lost all around us.
For vision to see people the way God sees them and feel his heart for them.
For a new generation of workers to come forth, then go into the highways and byways with God’s amazing
grace.
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T it l e

8-Tracks
November and December Meeting

The 8-Tracks have a
chance to see The
Collingsworth Family’s “A True Family
Christmas” on Monday, December 6th.
This family travels
the county performing and also performs at Branson.
This Christmas concert will be very special. Tickets are
required and we are
asking that you go
on-line and purchase your own tickets because they
are different prices.
We plan to leave
the church at
4:30 pm and travel
together to
Swadley’s in El Reno for supper and
then go to the Concert at the Bethany
Nazarene Church in
Bethany. We do
need to know if you
will be coming to
tell Swadley’s and
also for transportation. So please sign
– up at the Information Booth.
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After a year off because of COVID, the Oklahoma Mennonite Relief Sale is on for 2021! It will be held the
first weekend of November at the Chisholm Trail Expo Center in Enid, Oklahoma. See a schedule of the
planned events for this year below.
You will be able to eat or carry home....

Friday

Angel Food Cake

•
•
•
•

Apple Butter

Some Booths Open (4:00pm)
Dinner & Other Food Booths (5:00pm - 6:30pm)
Music Program (6:45)
Open House and sale of priced items (6:00pm - 9:00pm)

Bierocks
Bratwurst
Bread
Cheese

Saturday

Ethnic Foods

•

Fruit (dried)

•
•
•

Pancake Breakfast (8:00am - 9:00am)
Booths Open (8:30am)
Craft and Quilt Auction Begins(9:30am)
"People's Choice Quilt" Auction (12:00 noon)

Ice Cream
Kettle Corn
New Years Cookies
Noodles

There will be booths that include:
Ten Thousand Villages
Holiday Crafts
Wooden Crafts
Linens
Quilters Corner
Used Books

Pancakes
Peanuts
Peppernuts
Russian Pancakes
Sausage
Vernika
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Gen 2 Gen
♥Gen2Gen enjoyed a great time of snacks,
“Painting with Joy”, and laughter at our “First Tuesday”
October meeting, with 26 in attendance.
We have begun our next Bible study, For His Glory, a
study in the book of Ephesians. We would love to have
you join us on Tuesdays for this video series.
Our next ♥Gen2Gen event is Tuesday, November
2nd from 6-7:30. We will have a salad supper and enjoy
the musical talent of Julie Williams.
Salads will be provided, come for a wonderful time of
relaxation with other ladies with the common goal to
serve Jesus.
There will be a sign up sheet at the desk in the
foyer to help us plan for numbers and childcare
needed.
It’s in Christ that we find
out who we are and what we
are living for.
Ephesians 1:11
Kathy Harms
580-302-4644
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

5

1

2

3

4

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

ELECTIONS
6:00 pm—
Women’s Ministry Special
6:30 pm—
Men’s Bible
Study

10:00 am—Ministerial
Alliance
6:00 pm—Treehouse
6:00 pm—Bridge
6:00 pm—Forge

9:00 am—
Encouragers
6:30 pm—
Constitution
Committee

SATURDAY

6
CBA Jr. Supper/Sr. Play

Sigma Phi Lambda Retreat

7

8

9

10

8

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm—
Overseers

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—
Men’s Bible
Study

6:00 pm—Treehouse
6:00 pm—Bridge
6:00 pm—Forge

8:30 pm—Trustees

11

12

13

18

19

20

9:30 pm – SS/ABF
10:30 am – Worship
11:00 am—KOW

14

15

16

17

9:30 pm – SS/ABF
10:30 am – Worship
11:00 am—KNOW

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study
8:00 pm—Deacons

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—
Men’s Bible
Study

Super Hero Night
6:00 pm—Treehouse
6:00—Bridge
6:00 pm—Forge

SDYC—Hesston, KS—Thru Sunday

21

22

23

9:30 pm – SS/ABF
10:30 am – Worship
11:00 am—KOW

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—
Men’s Bible
Study

28
9:30 am—SS/ABF
10:30 am – Worship
11:00 am—KOW

29
9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

30
6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—
Men’s Bible
Study

24

25

26

27

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
PINEACRES.ORG

1321 Lark Street
Weatherford, OK 73096
Phone: 580-772-2190
Email: pineacres@pineacres.org

Pastor: Brian Harris
Youth Pastor: Dave Stegall
Children’s Director: Brittany Williams
Office Manager: Nancy Fast

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

8—Dave and Judi Harms

2—Aaron Bartel

22—Keely Anderson

6—Ella Miller

22—Cody Lubbers

24—Steve and Nancy Fast

7—Drew Jones

25—Graham Miller

25—Newt and Carrie Miller

10—Karen Martin

28—Macie Harris

13—Naomi Jones

30—Max Keasler

13—Coen Lindamood

30—Lumen Nikkel

14—Kent Dyck
15—Kase Hood
16—David Harms
16—Cannon Johnson
19—Jimmy Joe Young

