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NOTE TO SELF: Thoughts on Ministry Part One
If I were to sit down with a young person entering ministry, what would I say? What
would I tell him were the keys to being in ministry? I came up with a few things that I feel are
emblematic of a good ministry foundation. Some of them I have forgotten from when I was
younger. Some of them are what I still need to learn. Some of them are ones I am currently
learning. It’s kind of like my past, present and future all speaking together.
So, what if my past, present and future sat down over a diet Coke and shared these
ideas? Three “me’s” in my 20’s 50’s and 80’s, each separated by 30 years. One, starting ministry, another finishing ministry
and the other is the current me.
I want to start with me now, 2021 version. Middle-aged will start with four things he would want to tell young Brian.
Find some really good friends. I’ve watched most of your life and I wish you would have developed accountability
partners earlier. I think you were in your forties before you got serious about that. Do you know that there are
some really good people who want to encourage you? You need a few guys to share life with, to gain perspective
from and to open up to. I think you’ll tank your ministry if you neglect my advice. I am not saying you’ll do something immoral necessarily, but I think you’ll just walk away from ministry if you don’t find some friends.
You don’t always need to win. You don’t always have to get things your own way. I know that God has given you a
creative mind, but sometimes that can be a trap. You always think you know best. You can debate with the best
of them. You can win the debate but lose the friend, the church or the ministry in the meantime. I’d suggest losing here and there. Pick a few things that really don’t matter in the big scheme of things and let them go. It will
be good for your soul. I could list off a dozen opinions that didn’t change the course of your ministry that you
should’ve just let go.
1 Timothy 4:16 needs to be your anchor verse. “Watch your life and doctrine closely.” Those are two really im-

portant focal points Brian. First, your life. Be authentic. Don’t be sucked into the lust of the flesh and the lust of
the eyes and the pride of life. What you preach--- live. And while you’re at it, watch your doctrine. You can’t realize it now, but in the future, evangelical Christianity is going to get rocked from the inside. You’ll want to be solid
in your doctrine.
You’re not as smart as you think you are. Don’t get me wrong. I love your creativity and all, but you need to buckle
down. You need to continue your education. You’ll be tempted to stop but God gave you a good mind, but I fear
you’ll not maximize it. Go back to school. Furthermore, you mistake your quick wit for wisdom. They are not the
same. There are some old guys, some not so cool guys and some uneducated guys who can teach you a few
things.
Next edition: What Younger & Older Brian would tell me now.

Pastor Brian
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In December we had a pretty unique end to the year. We started the month by doing a question night. We started this tradition a
few years ago. After talking with students and leaders of the last couple years, it was clear that everyone seems to like when we do question nights. They get their specific questions answered, and we as
leaders get to speak directly to the issues our students are going
through. So we are doing these nights even more frequently than we used to. We did it twice
this semester.
After that we had a service night tied in with Christmas. We received these “Life Books”
that were donated in the hopes that they would be given out to other students. They are short
books that do a great job of explaining the Gospel, answering big questions that students
might be asking and also has the complete Gospel of Mark that is littered with notes from actual teenagers. We wrapped them in wrapping paper, decorated them, wrote notes in them

and challenged our students to give them away to their peers or family members. It was fun to
see their creativity come alive with this project! We also finished out our last Forge of the
school year with a Christmas Party. We played a version of the White Elephant/Dirty Santa
game plus students took part acting out their own Christmas Mad Libs. It was a lot of fun!
A few other things that we did over the last month was take a trip to Top Golf with the
High Schoolers one Sunday after church. We went to Hesston, KS to be a part of SDYC the last
weekend of November, and we held a Christmas Movie Night on December 17th for everyone!
Thank you for your prayers, encouragement and support as we navigated this school year. We
saw God move in some cool ways through our students and leaders and we could not do it
without the support of our church. Thank you!!!
Pastor Dave
See pictures of our recent activities on Pages
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C h i l d r e n ’ s D i r e c t o r
B r i t ta n y W i l l i a m s
Happy 2022! Our theme in January for the Elementary kids is Self-Control. We
trust God no matter what. Even when we face unexpected circumstances, we can respond
to them with self-control. We can trust that we don’t need to rush in or take matters into
our own hands. We can trust that God is working. Self-control is a Fruit of the Spirit. As we
follow Jesus throughout our lives, the Holy Spirit transforms us and helps us live more like
Jesus. We can follow His example and choose to do what we should do—instead of what
we want to do. The Holy Spirit can give us the power and wisdom to show self-control.
Our memory verse is “GOD’S POWER HAS GIVEN US EVERYTHING WE NEED TO LEAD A
GODLY LIFE.” 2 PETER 1:3A, NIRV
Our Preschool theme is Story Time. A great storyteller can pull you in and make you forget everything else that
is going on around you. They make you feel empathy and conviction for things that really matter. Life lessons are
revealed with each word, and you walk away wanting to change and just be a better human. Jesus is that kind of
storyteller. Jesus is indeed the master storyteller and there is nothing better than Story Time with Him. When Jesus
starts talking, it’s time to listen. Because, Jesus teaches me important things.
Our memory verse is: “THE CROWDS WERE AMAZED AT HIS TEACHING.” MATTHEW 7:28, NIV
Registration is open for Bridge students to go to SuperStart! We will be heading to Tulsa, OK February 18th-19th.
Register by Wednesday, January 5th for the early bird pricing of $85!
https://gopac.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1063755
-Miss Brittany

J a n u a ry
2—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) — DOT Meeting
9—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) — Overseer Meeting
16—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) — 8-Tracks Chili/Soup Supper

J a n u a ry

N u r s e ry

Wo r s h i p

23—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) — Winter Business Meeting
30—(AM) — “Isaiah”
(PM) —

Wo r k e r s

Pink Room—1st Sunday—Stephanie Harris,
Cortney Bell
2nd Sunday—April Javorsky, LaNae
Meacham,
3rd Sunday—Angela Day, Raquela Jones
4th Sunday—Jamie Collins, Katie Habekott
5th Sunday—Jamie Collins, Katie Habekott
Blue Room—1st Sunday—Denise Pearcy, Carol Short
2nd Sunday—Lanita Nikkel, Kathy Harms
3rd Sunday—David and Karen Schoenhals
4th Sunday—Travis and Deirdrah Dyck
5th Sunday—Travis and Deirdrah Dyck

Green Room—1st Sunday—Liz and Nora Lindamood
2nd Sunday—Matt & Lindsey Fast
3rd Sunday—Ashlyn Pugh, Nicole Akin
4th Sunday—Carissa Cox, Denise Pearcy
5th Sunday—Carissa Cox, Denise Pearcy
Red Room—1st Sunday—Holly Funk, Kilee Funk,
Remi Randol
2nd Sunday—Angela Day, Presley Fast
3rd Sunday—Jeremy and Keely Anderson
4th Sunday—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelai Bull
5th Sunday—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelai Bull

8 –
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H e r i ta g e
FIFTY YEARS AGO
January 1972
• An evangelistic campaign was
held with Henry J. Schmidt
FORTY YEARS AGO
January 1982
• The Adriel ladies held a German Supper as a fundraiser
• Average Attendance—125
THIRTY YEARS AGO
January 1992
• The MBY served a Sunday
breakfast of waffles, sausage
and jice as a fundraiser.
• Average Attendance—146

5

N o t e s

TWENTY YEARS AGO
January 2002
• Solid Rock Café was open
serving collegians lunch for
$1.
• OASIS gathered for Tony Cannon’s stew and a cooking lesson from Dirk Bouma.
• Average Attendance—274
•

TEN YEARS AGO
January 2012
• Congratulations went to parents Josh and Robyn Randol
and Grandparents Tony and
Reggie Cannon at the birth of
Ripkin Cole.

•

•

AWANA Clubbers had Slipper
Night and everyone wore their
slippers to club.
Ave. Att.—228

ONE YEAR AGO—January 2021
Average attendance—184
CHURCH STATISTICS 2022
November Ave. Attendance:
Sunday School—172
Morning Worship—221
Wednesday—140
December Ave. Attendance:
Sunday School—167
Morning Worship—236
Wednesday—141

10 Years Ago the Children’s Directors did a Pre-School Spotlight each month. We thought
it would be fun to revisit some of those and see what has changed. We begin this month
with Nicholas Jett.

PRE-SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT
Parents: Matt and Anji Jett

Sibling(s): Luke and Ellie
Favorite Game: Mario Cart Wii
Favorite Bible Story: Building the Tower to Heaven
Favorite Food: Macaroni and Cheese
Favorite Song: The Beetles
Favorite Color: Orange, Black, White, Red
Favorite Book: Mario Cart
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C h i l d r e n ’ s

M u s i c a l

Our children did a fantastic job on their Christmas musical. What a joy to watch these kids singing and praising our Lord.

A Very Mixed Up
Christmas Pageant

M o r e

M u s i c a l

P i c t u r e s

Thank you to all the kids who worked so hard to
present this pageant. Wonderful Job!

Page 8

T r e e h o u s e

C h r i s t m a s

Pa r t i e s
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Www.uncommon Christmas Party

This was such a fun-filled, re-

laxing, sweet, praise-the-Lord
gathering! - Glenda Printz
The next meeting will be in
February, be watching for details.

9
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Bridge

Christmas Party

Winter Business Meeting
Our annual Winter
Business Meeting will
be held Sunday evening, January 23rd at
6:00 pm. We will fellowship and
decide some import issues. This is
the meeting to approve the budget
for 2022. All members are encouraged to be here that evening.
Food

Pantr y

The Food Pantry is a ministry in which our church helps, along with other churches in Weatherford. They ask each church in town to provide
something each month for the pantry. During the month of JANUARY
our church is asked to provide all kinds of hot and cold cereal. These
donations can be left on the North counter in the kitchen and they will
be delivered to the pantry. The Food Pantry provides a valuable service
to people who are really in need in our community. Please Give!

P a g e
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Forge Happenings
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Gen2Gen
See future plans on page 14
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T r a c k s

The 8-Tracks had a
great time on Monday, December 6th when they traveled to Bethany to hear the
Collinsworth Family. They
said it was a wonderful program. On the way, they
stopped at Swadley’s for
some great BBQ!
The next 8-Tracks
meeting will be Sunday, January 16th when they will meet
in The Gathering for a Chili/
Soup Supper at 5:00 pm.

Sign up at the Information Booth to come and so
we know what you are bringing. You have several options. If you or your spouse
are 50+, you are invited!
Come join the fun!
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Gen2Gen
Our cookie exchange/soup supper was a delicious success! Twenty-eight ladies, thirteen children, and four
girls to watch the children were present!
After we were stuffed we enjoyed a game of Christmas bingo and lots of visiting and laughter.
Our next Gen2Gen celebration will be on February 1st! Keep your eyes open for info coming soon!
We will begin a new Bible study January 11th. The book we’re going to do is “Twelve Women of the Bible”.

This fresh look at the women of the Bible helps women discover new insights and provides a powerful witness to God’s gracious love that will leave you feeling challenged, encouraged, and deeply valued.
The study guide is available at the best price I’ve seen on christianbook.com.
Please plan on joining us for this study!
If you have questions, let me know!
Kathy Harms
580-302-4644
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Fai t h

and

Fruit

b y

A l a n

1 7

F o s t e r

We are exceedingly grateful for your support in prayers, words of encouragement, financial partnership, and
giving your time in 2021.
The work continues to grow and we're realizing our need to grow in the "gift of administration" and leadership.
We have two retirees giving their expertise, 3 university student teams with incredible mentors, another university student that leads an international ministry joining us for a semester, a family with small children laying
down their "good jobs" to come and join us for a year, to name a few... and, of course, the indigenous families
that are passionate to transform their communities and region with clean water and the Gospel.
We are coming behind them in every way possible, and having met our minimum budget this year, we were
able to purchase an old Toyota Landcruiser from dear friends, a missionary family that had to leave Panama.
This battle-worn vehicle is for Fernando, to increase his reach and their freedom to serve as a family. He's still
working on his license, but I wish you could have seen his face on the inaugural driving lesson down our dirt
road... his wife grinning ear to ear and filming him from the back seat.
And another answered prayer... We made a lot of friends hosting a recent trip...along with profs from U of TN
and the incredible group, Panama Missions, that has operated on the eyes of over 4,000 people in Panama,
we are now partnered with one of their translators that started a team dedicated to hygiene in the Darien, Prospera! She landed a meeting with Sesame Street (who is eager to expand their global water and hygiene education program, who knew?), and they invited us to the studio after I showed them the puppet Colleen made. Later we made a video invite! Check it out to see the puppet! (Thanks for editing, Rhys!!!) We
have a follow up meeting next week. Please pray for that!
There are always new needs and opportunities arising. The local mayor called last week and asked us to go to
a village we've never visited before... Apparently, they have a water system that only lacks a pump to function. And the Red Cross just asked us to install a pump in a village whose river is highly contaminated due to
the migrant crisis. If you watched the Sesame video, that's Landy piloting the dugout. He's joining us full time
to meet these needs. And he's asked us to host the youth retreat in Catrigandi (our home) this coming dry
season for all their churches on his river! So as you're contemplating year-end giving, consider entrusting us
to steward your gift to bless Panama's indigenous communities in the Darien Gap.

Above all, we want to wish you health and hope this Christmas and always. May the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding...guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Join us anytime.
Amore de Cristo, los Fosters
“For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given,
And the government will be on His shoulders,
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
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By Doug Hiebert,
Regional Team Leader, Sub-Saharan Africa
This past weekend, I had the opportunity to travel
from Ontario, Canada to Ohio, USA. My purpose was
to meet with African immigrants who have settled in
and around Dayton and Cincinnati. What a fascinating experience to see these people adapting to their
new environment, learning a new language and culture! As I visited several homes and three different
churches, I really felt like I could have been back in
Congo, whether it was the language, the way of talking, the warmth of people, or the rich aroma of the
food being served.
One of the churches I visited is pastored by Herman
Mputu, a former lawyer in Congo who felt the call to pastoring when he immigrated to the USA. The
church meets in a low-income neighborhood in Cincinnati. Next door to their building is a half-way house
for former inmates. On the other side, when I was there, I’m sure I saw a drug deal going down. You get
the picture—it’s a rough neighborhood. But I marveled at the intersection of cultures and values in that
place, and my eyes were opened to the incredible potential of this church making a difference in this
community, being salt and light to the people found right outside their doors. Incredible potential.
Perhaps the people of that church community are uniquely equipped for that opportunity. They are unafraid of poverty. They are familiar with dysfunction and danger. Can you imagine with me, how Jesus
could transform this community and use this fledgling church of newcomers to steward this transformation?
As I walked out of that church on that day, I was overcome by this vision of community transformation
and I began to intercede with some of the other leaders with me, praying for the community and for the
church and its role. Why not?
The key to this vision is how the church sees itself. Do these African immigrants see themselves as people in need, under siege, or do they see themselves as children of the King, citizens of his kingdom, commissioned and sent out to bring the love of Jesus to those around them?
As we consider our mission, how do we see ourselves? More importantly, how does our heavenly Father
see us? As I read the Gospels and I see how Jesus interacted with his disciples, I’m convinced that each
and every one of us is invited to experience the love of God and to participate in the mission of God. Will
you join me in saying Yes to that invitation today?
Please Pray:
• For African immigrant churches in North America to embrace their missional call within their communities

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

9:30 am—SS/ABF
10:30 am—Worship
11:00 am—KOW
6:00 pm—DOT Meeting

CBA/WOCS Classes resume
9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

WPS Classes
resume
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

10:00 am –Ministerial
Alliance
6:00 pm—Treehouse
6:00 pm—Forge
7:00 pm—Trustees

9:00 am—
Encouragers
6:30 pm—
Constitution Committee Meeting

9

10

11

12

9:30 am—SS/ABF
10:30 am—Worship
11:00 am—KOW
5:00 pm—Overseers

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm—Treehouse
6:00 pm—Forge

16

17

18

19

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 pm—Deacon
Meeting

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm—Treehouse
(Favorite Color Night)
6:00 pm—Forge

9:30 am—SS/ABF
10:30 am—Worship
11:00 am—KOW
1:00 pm—Leven Baby
Shower
5:00 pm—8-Tracks

23

24

25

26

9:30 am—SS/ABF
10:30 am—Worship
11:00 am—KOW
6:00 pm—Winter Business
Meeting

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

6:00 pm—Treehouse
6:00 pm—Forge

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

Jr. High SDYC—Wichita

30

31

9:30 am—SS/ABF
10:30 am—Worship
11:00 am—KOW

9:00 am—Staff
Meeting
6:30 pm—Men’s
Bible Study

WE’RE ON THE WEB:
PINEACRES.ORG

1321 Lark Street
Weatherford, OK 73096
Phone: 580-772-2190
Fax: 580-772-7190
Email: pineacres@pineacres.org

Pastor: Brian Harris
Youth Pastor: Dave Stegall
Children’s Director: Brittany Williams
Worship Leaders:
Office Manager: Nancy Fast

BIRTHDAYS

20—Judi Harms
ANNIVERSARIES

3—Sean Williams

21—Phillip Javorsky

3—Sean Todd Williams

21—Pate Pugh

1—Kyle & Erin Basinger

5—Tony Cannon

22—Lillian Miller

3—Terry & Sherwana Gathers

6—Megan Miller

24—Marissa Malone

4—Aaron & Emily Bartel

7—Susie Franz

26—Weldon Miller

22—Brett & Brandy Chase

7—Tyler Kliewer

28—LaNae Meacham

25—Jim & Elaine Penner

9—Brax Meacham

29—Carissa Cox

10—Ripkin Randol

30—Delores Thiessen

11—Case Keasler

31—Angela Day

12—Angel Miller

31—Carsyn Chase

12—Emily Knop

17—Pam Deck
18—Jared Funk

