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As many of you know by now, I am taking a position later this summer  

with the USMB Conference as the Church Plant Mobilizer. In this article, I want  

to tell you more about this position. Next month I will talk about how wonderful 

my experience as the pastor of Pine Acres Church has been (but I will save that  

for a day closer to my leaving). 

While I could throw lots of statistics at you, let me just mention two statistics. In the United States, 

church attendance overall is hovering around 20%. This means that 80% of Americans are not in church. 

But, some may say, “don’t we have enough churches to reach those 80%?” Sadly, no. American churches 

are closing at a faster rate than they are of starting churches. According to Lifeway Research estimates, 

“In 2019, approximately 3,000 Protestant churches were started in the U.S., but 4,500 Protestant church-

es closed”. 

I believe this is an important mission and my job is to help change the direction of the American 

church trajectory. Therefore, in the fall I will be working with the 200+ MB churches in the US to create a 

church planting movement. My emphasis will be three-fold; 1) encouraging pastors and churches, 2) serv-

ing the various district planting boards, and 3) coaching new church planters. 

Because of the extensive traveling, Stephanie and I will be relocating to Owasso, Oklahoma where 

we can be close to an airport as well as a few MB churches. Stephanie will be looking to continue teaching 

school and will be near her mom, sister and our oldest daughter. 

So, even though we will still be in the United States, we feel that this is very much the work of mis-

sionaries. We will be helping English speaking congregations, but we will also be working with Congolese, 

Ethiopian, Hispanic, Slavic, and several other ethnic groups. We would covet your prayer as we launch 

into this daunting enterprise. I would be lying if I said I wasn’t a bit nervous and overwhelmed. But with 

encouragement from you, I hope to serve the broader MB family with integrity and excellence. 

In my next article I want to spend time telling you the many ways you’ve blessed us. Until then, 

let’s dive into the summer of 2022 together! 

 

Pastor Brian 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A  W o r d  f r o m  o u r  Y o u t h  P a s t o r  
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 What’s going at Forge? 
  
 For our last two weeks of Forge this school year we went through a 

series talking about Truth. The scriptural backbone for this series were Je-

sus’ words in John 8, where He said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 

really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free”. We live in a world consumed with wanting to know truth and in a 

world where everyone thinks they have the truth. But, Jesus said only in 

Him will we know the truth. 

 Sometimes you might hear the phrase, “You speak your truth and I 

will speak mine” or “what is true for you, is not true for me”. But those are 

both false statements. Even though we live in a world, where people claim that there are many ways to get 

to heaven, there can only be one truth. Truth doesn’t change based on the person or based on the experi-

ence.  

 People might have different beliefs and opinions about what is true. But truth doesn’t care about 

your opinion. Your opinion won’t change truth. I can pick up a guitar and claim that it is a piano. That can 

be my opinion and hard core belief that it is a piano. But that will never change the one truth that it is a 

guitar. 

 The second week we talked about how do we really find truth in world filled with fake truth. We 

can find truth in scripture, but not from just merely listening and reading scripture. Jesus said that if we 

“hold” to his teachings. We have to actually claim it to be our own and seek to receive it in a way that mo-

tivates us to live it out. Why will we know truth when we live out the teachings of Jesus? Because, then we 

are able to test it and find out for ourselves! And when tested, the teachings of Jesus always come back 

valid and worth living out. This is what our series on truth is all about. 

 In May, we will not be meeting on Wednesday nights, but we will be meeting on Tuesdays every 

other week at White Buffalo Coffee Shop. Everyone is invited to play some games and enjoy some drinks 

and snacks in our own private game room. We also have summer camps in June. Please sign up if you have 

not already! You can sign up at pineacres.org/forgeparents. Thank you everyone for a great semester! 

 
Pastor Dave 



M a y  N u r s e r y  S c h e d u l e  

C h i l d r e n ’ s  D i r e c t o r - B r i t t a n y  W i l l i a m s  
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 Our theme for the Elementary kids in May is Bounce Back-Get Back Up Again. 

We are focusing on Resilience. God is strong and faithful, always working in our lives. 

We might get knocked down from time to time, but when we put our trust in God, we 

find the strength we need to get back up again. Jesus showed us how to face life with 

resilience. No matter what happened, Jesus relied on God to help Him accomplish 

the mission set before Him. Because of Jesus, we can trust God no matter what. We 

can bounce back from whatever knocks us down and complete the mission God has 

for us. 

 Our memory verse is “BUT THOSE WHO TRUST IN THE LORD WILL RECEIVE 

NEW STRENGTH. THEY WILL FLY AS HIGH AS EAGLES. THEY WILL RUN AND NOT GET 

TIRED. THEY WILL WALK AND NOT GROW WEAK.” ISAIAH 40:31, NIRV 

              Our Preschool theme is Scavenger Hunt. Preschoolers will ask questions 

countless times as they get to know the world around them. It’s like they’re beginning 

a lifelong Scavenger Hunt. This is the perfect opportunity for us to not only tell them what they are looking at but 

Who made it as well. That’s why we are going to add another question to their inquisitive minds. Who made every-

thing? Who made the red ladybug? Who made the grey rocks? The white clouds? The blue bird? We want pre-

schoolers to know that God made everything. We want them to think of God as they explore and get to know this 

wonderful, colorful world we live in. And even more, we want them to know that the same God who made every-

thing made them and loves them. 

 Our memory verse is. “GOD SAW EVERYTHING HE HAD MADE. AND IT WAS VERY GOOD” GENESIS 1:31, NIrV 

            We finished up Treehouse and Bridge on April 27th. We had a wonderful year! Our Bridge program has 

grown this year and our Treehouse group has been faithful in attending each week. Thank you to our many volun-

teers for the time and energy that has been invested into the next generation. God is doing big things in our Chil-

dren’s Ministry! 

  

-Miss Brittany 

 

 

 

Pink Room—1st Sunday—Stephanie Harris, Cortney Bell 

 2nd Sunday—April Javorsky, LaNae Meacham,  

 3rd Sunday—Raquela Jones, Erin Funk 

 4th Sunday—Katie Habekott, Jamie Collins 

 5th Sunday—Stephanie Harris, Cortney Bell 
 

Blue Room—1st Sunday— Denise Pearcy, Carol Short 

 2nd Sunday—Lanita Nikkel, Kathy Harms 

 3rd Sunday—Carrie Miller, Sarah Perkins 

 4th Sunday—Travis & Deirdrah Dyck 

 5th Sunday—Carol Short, Denise Pearcy 
        

Green Room—1st Sunday—Liz Lindamood and Nora  

     Lindamood 

 2nd Sunday—David and Karen Schoenhals 

 3rd Sunday—Ashlyn Pugh, Nicole Akin 

 4th Sunday—Carissa Cox , Denise Pearcy 

 5th Sunday—Liz and Nora Lindamood 

  

Red Room—1st Sunday—Holly Funk, Kilee Funk,  

    Remi Randol 

 2nd Sunday—Angela Day 

 3rd Sunday—Keely Anderson and Marcela Miller 

 4th Sunday—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelai Bull 

 5th Sunday—Holly and Kilee Funk, Remi Randol 

  



H e r i t a g e  N o t e s  
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FIFTY YEARS AGO 

May 1972 

• The VBS children presented the 

Sunday evening service . 

FORTY YEARS AGO 

May 1982 

• High School grads included Cin-

dy Schmidt 

• Held an AWANA Banquet 

• Average Attendance—155 

THIRTY YEARS AGO 

May 1992 

• High School grads included Erin 

Penner and Sheldon Miller 

• Jr. High grad was Tisha Penner 

• A typing day was held to type 

on the new church cookbook. 

• Mike Epp accepted the position 

as our part-time Youth Pastor 

• Average Attendance—146 

TWENTY YEARS AGO 

May 2002 

• Graduates included:  Erin Dick, 

Darren Harms, Angela Fast, 

Kelsey Harms, Blake Young 

from Jr. High and Shyla Fast, 

• College grads:  Spencer and Brit-

tany Williams, Carlin Day 

• AWANA award winners: Presley 

Fast, Brax Meacham, Lily Parker, 

Braylie Schmidt, Phil Javorsky 

and Kim Javorsky 

• Held an Appreciation Banquet 

for all church workers 

• Took Pictorial Directory Pictures 

• Held a Sports Camp for kids 

• Ave. Att.—216 

 

ONE YEAR AGO—May 2021 

Average attendance—214 

 

CHURCH STATISTICS 2022 

March Ave. Attendance: 

             Sunday School—164 

           Morning Worship—217 

             Wednesday—146 

April Averages: 

 Sunday School—154 

 Morning Worship—239 

 Wednesday—148 

Garren Harms and Krystal 

Sawatzky from High School.   

• College grads were Reggie 

and Angel Miller, Misti Miller 

and Kyler Penner 

• Celebrated the 50th Wedding 

Anniversary of Paul and Pat 

Swanson 

• The OASIS group went to 

Guthrie to eat at “Granny Had 

One” and take several tours 

there before stopping at 

Braum’s on the way home.  

They also enjoyed a great 

evening at the church with 

Judi Harms making lasagna 

and strawberry shortcake. 

Then they heard a report from 

Leo and Verna Harms on their 

trip to South Texas 

• Average Attendance—271 

 

TEN YEARS AGO 

May 2012 

• HS Grads were Jessica Pen-

ner, Jordan Fite, and Aaron 

Slagell 

Here is another Pre-school Spotlight from 10 years ago    

PRE-SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT—Lily Parker 

 

Parents: Todd and Kelly Parker     

Siblings: Sister, June 

Favorite Bible story: Jesus in the manger 

Favorite Food: pizza 

What do you want to be when you grow up?   Purple Princess 

Favorite Color: Pink 



Easter Fun—Here are the kids anxiously waiting to begin the search to find the code that will open the locked box 

B r i d g e  a n d  T r e e h o u s e  f u n  

P a g e  6  T h e  E n c o u r a g e r  

in the middle of the room.  They had to search 

through Bible verses to get the right numbers that 

would open the lock.  The clues were hidden in 

eggs all over the room. And we did have a winning 

team. 



April 6th turned out to be a cool day but 

we had  BEACH NIGHT scheduled in 

Treehouse.  There were several brave 

souls who dressed in their beach wear 

and were rewarded with prizes  & candy! 

 

B e a c h  N i g h t  

P a g e  7  T h e  E n c o u r a g e r  



 

Now is the time to register for USMB Gathering 2022, the biennial national pastors' conference for pas-

tors and spouses July 26-28, and the national convention for everyone July 28-30, held at the Stoney 

Creek Hotel and Conference Center in Independence, Mo., just minutes from downtown Kansas City. 

Whether relaxing in the modern rustic hotel, strolling to nearby Crackerneck Creek Falls or exploring one 

of many area historical attractions, you’ll find the location offers something for everyone. Guests will need 

to make room reservations by June 25, so book your room early! For more information or to register, vis-

it www.usmb.org/gathering2022 or call 1-800-257-0515. 

 

W w w . u n c o m m o n  i s  B a a a c k !  

P a g e  8  V B S  i s  C o m i n g ! ! ! !  

 

 After a long hiatus to stay safe, www.uncommon will re-

sume in May.  The first meeting will be Thursday, May 19th at 

6:00 pm in The Gathering.  All single ladies are invited to join 

these Wise, Wonderful Women!  The first meeting is for COOK-

IES AND CONVERSATION.  Come with ideas for future meet-

ings.  Cookies and drinks will be provided.  The June meeting 

will be the annual Banquet provided by the Deacons. 



  

 

P a g e  9  

What a fun time we had at our April Gen2Gen Meeting.  We 

enjoyed great snack foods and watch an inspirational Easter 

video.  Then Liz Lindamood and Carrie Schmidt helped us make a cross craft!  Then turned 

out very well. 

 

You won’t want to miss our May meeting.  It will be all about Spring!  Sharon Blagg will be 

sharing gardening tips with us from Master Gardeners. Everyone is asked to bring a salad 

to enjoy for supper.  Invite a friend to join you and sign up today at the Information Booth. 



  

P a g e  1 0  
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Join us Monday—Wednesday, July 18-20 for Make Waves!. In this wet and wild VBS, 

kids will learn that what you do today can change the world around you. When you put your 

trust in Jesus, you can "make waves" because of His Spirit living inside you. Through fun 

activities, engaging lessons, and God's Word, we'll help kids understand how they can 

share God's love with the people around them. They'll discover that when they put their 

faith in Jesus, God will give them His Spirit. And like the Bible says, the Spirit is like many 

streams of living water.  Kids will explore what it means to "make waves" in their own lives 

that will influence the people around them. 

We think it's possible for kids and volunteers to create a ripple effect that can impact the 

world around them in ways they will never forget. God dropped you onto this planet to do 

the same thing — to make waves. 

Be watching for ways you can help! 
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May is Graduation month and we would like to recognize the following graduates: 

8th Grade 

 

Berek Buckaloo 

Lukas Burd 

Ashton Corlee 

Presley Fast 

Baylor Owings 

Braylie Schmidt 

Lance Schrock 

Levi Vassar 

 

 

High School 

 

Casen Falasco 

Luke Jett 

Marcela Miller 

Lukas Nystrup 

Kyley Thurman 

Lexus Wolfe 

 

 

 

 

College 

 

 

Graduation Dates 
 

May 7th—SWOSU Convocations at different times throughout the day 

May 12th—6:00 pm—Weatherford Middle School Graduation 

May 13th—7:00 pm—Corn Bible Academy Graduation 

May 14th— 11:00 am—Weatherford Public Schools Graduation 

 

 

 

  

Thursday, May 5th 
Join in praying for our nation!  See the 

flyer in your mailbox for ways to pray for 

our country, state and city. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=national+day+of+prayer+2019&id=7E4D9510BF4D758516CA94ED91658F55F9066B9C&FORM=IQFRBA
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8-Tracks 

 Dave Harms suggested a great idea of having a Taco Bar for our 8-Tracks meeting.  It 

was a wonderful idea!  The food was so good!  Twenty 8-Trackers came out to enjoy it!  We 

sure missed all the rest of you who are 50+.  We enjoyed the tacos and all the fixings and then 

had some scrumptious Strawberry Cake, Peach Pie, Banana Cake and sugar-free Pistachio Des-

sert.  No one left hungry!!!   

 Because of the business of May with Mother’s 

Day, end of school activities and graduations, we 

won’t have a May meeting but be watching for Infor-

mation about our June meeting on June 12. 

 



 

E a s t e r  F u n  i n  T r e e h o u s e  
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F u n  a t  F o r g e  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

        

1 
SENIOR SUNDAY 

9:30 am – SS/ABF 
10:30 am – Worship 

2:00 pm—WHS Baccalau-

reate 

6:00 pm—CBA Choir 

Concert—Corn 

2 
9:00 am—Staff  

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

3 
6:00 pm—

Gen2Gen 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

4 
 10:00 am—

Ministerial Alli-

ance 

 

5 
9:00 am—

Encouragers 

6:30 pm—

Constitution  

Committee 

6 
7:00 pm—CBA 

Spring Concert 

7 
 SWOSU Convocations 

 

  

  

  

  

8 
MOTHER’S DAY 

9:30 am—SS/ABF 

10:30 am – Worship 

 

9 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

11:00 am—Red 

Hats 

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

10 
6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

11 
 

12 
6:00 pm—

Weatherford 8th 

Grade Graduation 

13 
WOCS/CBA Last 

Day of School 

CBA Graduation 

14 
11:00 am—WHS Grad-

uation 

15 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

10:30 am – Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

10:30 am – Worship 

 

 
 

29 
COMMUNION 

9:30 am – SS/ABF 
10:30 am – Worship 

 

 

 

16 
9:00 am—Staff  

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

7:30 pm—Deacon 

Meeting 
 

 

 

 

23 
9:00 am—Staff  

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 
 

 

 

30 
MEMORIAL DAY 

Church Office 

Closed 

17 
6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

24 
6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 
 

31 
6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 
 
 

25 
 

19 
WPS Last Day of 

School 

6:00 pm 

www.uncommon 
 

 

 

 

26 

20 
11:30 am—

Ministerial Alliance 
Teacher Apprecia-

tion Lunch 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

27 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

28 



22—Braxton Epp 

26—Jim Penner 

29—Ethan Anderson 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

  4—Preslee O’Connor  

  5—Matt Jett 

  5—Donna Miller 

  6—Toni Keasler 

  6—Sandy Penner 

10—Elaine Penner 

11– Parker Pugh 

15—Savannah Williams 

17—Liz Lindamood 

19—Brett Chase 

20—Pam Harms 

21—Nora Lindamood 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

  3—Gaylord and Anne Flood 

  5—Cody and Katy Lubbers 

17—Keith and Rebecca Manney 

23—David and Karen Schoenhals 

24—Robert and Lanita Nikkel 

26—Justin & Ashlyn Pugh 

30—Brian and Stephanie Harris 

31—Carlin and Angela Day 

 

1321 Lark Street 

Weatherford, OK  73096 

Phone: 580-772-2190 

Fax: 580-772-7190 

Email: pineacres@pineacres.org 

 

Pastor:  Brian Harris 

Youth Pastor:  Dave Stegall 

Children’s Director:  Brittany Williams 

Early Childhood Director:  Stephanie Harris 

Worship Leader:  Rebecca Manney 

Office Manager:  Nancy Fast 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB: 

PINEACRES.ORG 


